Evaluation of azlocillin-amikacin combination for empirical therapy of infection in febrile neutropenic patients.
We have evaluated the azlocillin-amikacin combination, given at a daily dose of 200 mg/kg and 15 mg/kg respectively, in the treatment of 62 consecutive febrile granulocytopenic patients (less than 500 PMN/microliters) affected by hematological disease. The effectiveness of the treatment was assessed in 60 patients, 44 (73%) of whom responded within 96 hours from the beginning. 36 of the responders showed microbiological and clinical infections, 2 had clinically documented pneumonia and 6 a possible infection. No improvement was obtained in 16 patients; 7 of whom suffered from clinical and microbiological infection, 2 from pulmonary mycosis, 4 from possible infection and 3 from doubtful infection. Seven of these patients subsequently responded to a proven antibiotic treatment, while only one of the remaining responded to a second-line empirical antibiotic schedule. These results suggest that the combination of azlocillin-amikacin was able to overcome about two-thirds of the infections, representing an effective remedy for the empiric treatment of febrile neutropenic patients.